
U.S History Syllabus 
Instructor: Ms. Suzanne Lord 
Email: suzanne.lord@d11.org 

Phone: 719-328-2041 
 

Course Intro: 
This course is two semesters in length and conducted as an honors/pre-collegiate course to prepare students for upper 
level Social Studies courses. Eight major units of study will be covered, four per semester, and topics include 
Historiography, Founding of the Nations, Expanding the Nation, Preserving the Nation, Progressing the Nation, Fighting 
for the Nation, Reforming the Nation and Advancing the Nation. 
 
Students will develop their critical reading and thinking skills as they analyze primary and secondary sources, research 
different historical events and people, and learn to defend their perspectives. Students will have the opportunity to 
collaborate with their peers, create informative and interesting presentations, and write well thought out historically 
accurate papers.  
 
Students are expected to put forth their best efforts in class by participating in discussions, asking and answering 
questions and using class time wisely. Students can expect an average of 2 hours of homework each week; some weeks 
may be less some may be more depending on the unit. 
 
Course Material: 

Becoming America: A History for the 21st Century 
Pens, Pencils, and 3 ring Binder with Paper and dividers 
D11 logon and password for Google Classroom and Turnitin.com 
1 Posterboard 

 
Bring Materials Everyday 

You need to actively take and review notes in Cornell format.  The semester final exam is cumulative – you will need to 
save your materials to study. 
 
Rules: 

1. Come to class on time and prepared to learn. 
2. Treat everyone (teacher, classmates and guests) with respect. 
3. Do your own work AND turn it in on time. 
4. Cell phones and other electronics are allowed only when I expressly permit it in class. Do not attempt to use these 

devices in class. Earbuds need to be in backpack, not in or around your ears or around your neck. I reserve the 
right to confiscate these devices if I see or hear them. 

 
Late Work Policy: 
To ensure students begin to understand and experience the rigors of a college workload, late work, as a rule, is not 
accepted. Student work is due by the deadline given when the assignment or project  is assigned.  

If you are absent for any reason including illness on the date an assignment or project is due, the work 
must be turned in the day you return to class. 
 

Academic Honesty: 
Cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated. The first incident will result in a ZERO (0) for that assignment, project or 
exam, other consequences may be given in accordance with the ECHS policy. Cheating and plagiarism includes but is not 
limited to copying homework, plagiarism (not giving credit to authors whose work you have used and/or quoted, copying 
on a test and crib sheets). All writing assignments will be turn in using Google Classroom. 
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Turnitin.com/Google Classroom 
As noted, all written work will be submitted to Turnitin.com,  I will teach you how to use it.  As we all know, technology can 
be problematic.  Do not procrastinate, if you miss an assignment deadline due to a technology issue that is on you. See 
late work policy. 
 
Also, students will have electronic access to slide presentations, rubrics, most readings, and other class material through 
Google Classroom. Students who miss class for any reason will need to look here for notes and assignments. If a student 
loses a handout, rubric or worksheet, he or she may get a copy from Google Classroom. 
 
Grading Scale: 

90% - 100% = A 
80% - 89.9% = B 
70% - 79.9% = C 
60% - 69.9% = D 
0% - 59.9% = F 

 
Grade Allocation: 

Percent Category Explanation 

30 Homework/Classwork Bell Work, Homework, Classwork, Study Guides, 
Discussions, Reading Quizzes 

50 Exams/Papers/Projects Some units will end with a unit exam; others will 
end in a paper or project  

20 Semester Final Exam Our final is cumulative and given at the end of each 
semester. 

 
1. Rubrics will be utilized to grade written papers and projects. There will be a minimum of 3-4 papers or projects 

over the course of the year.  
2. Unit exams need to be taken on the scheduled day, bring a book to read or homework for another class on exam 

days just in case you complete the exam early.  Students who take the exam on the scheduled exam day will be 
allowed to complete test corrections to earn ½ credit. Test corrections must be turned in within 3 days of receiving 
the corrected test. 

3. Students who maintain an A (90% or better) throughout the semester will have the option to opt out of the final 
exam. This means you must earn and maintain an A, NOT just have an A  before the semester final exam. 
Maintaining an A is having an A at each progress check (approximately every 4 weeks); you do not have to earn 
an A on everything but it does help having this goal. 

4. Students who have a D or F prior to the semester final exam day may still earn a C for the semester if they earn 
an A on the Semester Final Exam. The Semester Final Exams are cumulative. 

 
Summary: 
If you work hard, apply yourself and come to class ready to learn every day, you will succeed. Good Luck! 
 
I look forward to working with you and to a very successful semester. If you have any questions or concerns please 
contact me. The best way to contact me is at suzanne.lord@d11.org or make an appointment by calling 719-328-2041. 
My office hours are Monday, Tuesday and  Thursday from 9:28 am to 10:23 am and from 12:55-1:45, Wednesdays from 
10:10 am to 10:46 am, and Fridays from 9:18 am to 10:08 am. After school appointments and tutoring are limited and 
must be arranged in advanced. Students are also encouraged to attend after school tutoring on Thursdays  with 
Mrs.Banfield and Ms. Weeks especially when we are writing papers. 
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Student & Parent Acknowledgment 
 

I, ________________________________, have read the U.S. History syllabus and understand the policies set forth 
(Print Student Name) 

 
in it, including but not limited to, the Late Work Policy, Academic Honesty and Grading Scale.  
 
 
____________________________________________________________ ________________ 

(Student Signature) (Date) 
 
 
 
 
I, ________________________________, the parent/guardian of ____________________________have read the U.S. 

(Print Parent Name) (Print Student Name) 
 
History syllabus and understand the policies set forth in it, including but not limited to, the Late Work Policy, Academic 
Honesty and Grading Scale.  
 
____________________________________________________________ ________________ 

(Parent Signature) (Date) 
 
 
 

Please return this page to Ms. Lord prior to Wednesday, August 22, 2018. 
Students need to keep the syllabus in their U.S. History binder for future reference;  

an electronic copy is available in Google Classroom as well. 
Parents, if you would like a copy please e-mail Ms. Lord at suzanne.lord@d11.org and an 

electronic copy will be emailed to you. 
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